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MaTTHEw vii. * 


Beware 0 4 falſe Prophets, which come to you in 
Sheeps Cloathing, but inwardly they are ravening Wolves. 


Ye ſhall know them | by their Fruits. Do Men gather 
Grapes of Therns, or Figs of Thijtles ? 


Even ſo every good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit: 
But a rorrupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit. 


A goed Tree cannot bring forth evil Fruit, neither | 


can a corrupt Tree bring forth good Fruit, 


Every Tree that bringeth not forth good Fruit, is | 


hewn dewn and caſt into the Fire. 
2.4 berefare ty their Fruits ye ſhall know them. 


. 


1. NEN T is ſcarce poſlible to expreſs or conceive, © 


what Multitudes of Souls run on to De- 


I J, firuftion, becauſe they would not be per- 
NN ſuaded to walk in a narrozvu Way, even 


tho? it were the Way to everlaſting Salva- 


tion. And the ſame Thing we may ſtill obſerve daily. 
Such is the Folly and Madneſs of Mankind, that Thoufands 
of Men ſtill ruſh on in the Way to Hell, only becauſe it 
is a broad Way, They walk in it themſelves, becauſe 
others do: Becauſe ſo many periſh, they will add to the 
Number. Such is the amazing Influence of Example, 


over the weak miſerable Children of Men! It continually ; 
no _ the Regions of Death, and drowns numberleſs * 


sin n Perdition. 
2. To warn Mankind of this, to guard as many as 
pcfible againſt this ſpreading Contagion, Gop has com- 
manded his Watchmen to cry aloud, and ſhew the People 
the Danger they are in. For this End He has ſent his Ser- 
vants 
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yants the Prophets, in their ſucceeding Generatihs, to 
point out the narrow Path, and exhort all Men, not to be 
conformed to this World. But what if the Watchmen 
themſelves fall into the Snare, againſt which they ſhould 
warn others? What if the Prophets propheſy Deceits ? IF 
they cauſe the People to err from the Way? What ſhall be 
done, if they point out as the Way to eternal Life, what 
is in Truth the Way to eternal Death? And exhort others 
to walk, as they do themſelves, in the broad, not the 
narrow Way ? 

3. Is this an unheard of, is it an uncommon Thing? 
Nay, God knoweth, it is not. The Inſtances of it are 
almoſt innumerable. We may find them in every Age 
and Nation. But how terrible is this? When the Am- 
baſſadors of God, turn Agents for the Devil? When they 
who are commiſſioned to teach Men the Way to Heaven, 
do in Fact teach them the Way to Hell? Theſe are like 
the Locuſts of Egypt, which eat up the Refidue that bad 
eſcaped, that had remained after the Hail. They devour 
even the Reſidue of Men that had eſcaped, that were not 
deſtroyed by ill Example. It is not therefore without 
Cauſe, that our wiſe and gracious Maſter, fo ſolemnly 
cautions us againſt them: Beware, faith He, of falſe 
Prephets, which come to you in Sheeps Cloathing, but in- 
wardly they are ravening Wolves. | 

4. A Caution this of the utmoſt Importance. That it 
may the more effectually ſink into our Hearts, let us en- 
quire, Firſt, who theſe falſe Prophets are; Secondly, what 
Appearance they put on; and Thirdly, how we may know 
what they really are, notwithſtanding their fair Appearance. 


I. 1. We are, Firſt, to enquire who theſe falſe Pro- 
2 are. And this it is needful to do the more diligently, 

cauſe theſe very Men have ſo laboured to awref this 
Scripture, to their own (tho' not only their own) Deſtruction. 
In order therefore to cut off all Diſpute, I ſhall raiſe no 
Duſt, (as the Manner of ſome is) neither uſe any looſe, . 
rhetorical Exclamations, to deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple, but ſpeak rough on Truths, ſuch as none can 
deny, who has either Underſtanding or Modeſty left: 
And ſuch Truths as have the cloſeſt Connection, with the 


whole Tenor of the preceding Diſcourſe. Whereas too 
A 2 | 


many 


141 
many have interpreted theſe Words, without any Regard 
to all that went before: As if they bore no Manner of Re- 
lation to the Sermon, in the Cloſe of which they ſtand. 
2. By Prophets here (as in many other Paſſages of Scrip- 
ture, particularly in the New Teſtament) are meant, not 


thoſe who foretel Things to come, but thoſe who ſpeak in 


the Name of Gop : Thoſe Men who profeſs to be ſent 
of God, to teach others the Way to Heaven. 

Thoſe are fa//e Prophets, who teach a falſe Way to Hea- 
ven, a Way which does not lead thither. Or (which 
comes in the End to the ſame Point) who do not teach 
the true. b + 

3. Every broad Way is infallibly a falſe one. There- 
fore this is one plain ſure Rule, They who teach Men to 
walk in a broad Way, a Way that many walk in, are 
falſe Prophets.” | 
Again, the true Way to Heaven is a narrow Way, 
+ 'Therefore this is another plain, ſure Rule, © They who do 
rot teach Men to walk in a narrow Way, to be ſingular, 
are falſe Prophets.” n 25 ä | 

4. To be more particular. The only true Way to Hea- 
ven, is that pointed out in the preceding Sermon. There- 
fore they are fa//e Prophets who do not teach Men to walk 
in this Way. 

Now the Way to Heaven pointed out, in the preceding 
Sermon, is the Way of Lowlineſs, Mourning, Meekneſs, 
and Holy Deſire, Love of Gop and of our Neighbour, 
doing Good, and ſuffering Evil for CHRIS T's Sake. They 
are therefore falſe Prophets, who teach as the Way to 
Heaven, any other Way than his. 

5. It matters not what they call that other Way. They 
may call it Faith, or good Works: Or Faith and Works : 


Or Repentance : Or Repentance, Faith, and new Obedience.. 


All theſe are good Words, But if under theſe, or any 


other Terms whatever, they teach Men any Way diſtinct 


from this, they are properly falſe Prophets. 

6. How much more do they fall under that Condemna- 
tion, who ſpeak Evil of this good Way ? But above all, 
they who teach the directly oppoſite Way? The Way of 


Pride, of Levity, of Paſſion, of worldly Defires, of loving. 


Pleaſure more than Gov, of Unkindneſs to our Neigh- 


bour, 


: * ; 
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bour, of Unconcern for Works, and ſuffering no 
Evil, no Perſecution for Righteouſneſs-ſake ? | 

7. If it be aſked, Why, who ever did teach this ? 
Or who does teach it, as the Way to Heaven ? 1 anſwer, 
Ten Thouſand wiſe and honourable Men: Even all thoſe, 
of whatever Denomination, who encourage the Proud, 
the Trifler, the Paſſionate, the Lover of the World, the 
Man of Pleaſure, the Unjuſt or Unkind, the eaſy, careleſs, 
harmleſs, uſeleſs Creature, the Man who ſuffers no Re- 
ones for Righteouſneſs-Sake, to imagine he is in the 

ay to Heaven, Theſe are falſe Prophets in the higheſt 
Senſe of the Word. Theſe are Traitors both to Gop and 
Man. Theſe are no other than the Firſt-born of Satan: 
The eldeſt Sons of Apolhon the Deſtroyer. Theſe are far 
above the Rank of ordinary Cut-Throats ; for they mur- 
der the Souls of Men. They are continually peopling the 
Realms of Night: And whenever they follow the poor 
Souls whom they have deftroyed, Hel! hall be moved 
from beneath, to meet them at their Coming. 


II. 1. But do they come now, in their own Shape? 
mY no Means. If it were ſo, they could not 2 
ou would take the Alarm, and flee for your Life. 
Therefore they put on a quite contrary Appearance: 
(Which was the ſecond Thing to be conſidered). They 
come to you in Sheeps Cloathing, although inwardly they are 
ravening Nolves. 55 
2. They come to you in Sheeps Cloathing ; that is, with an 
Appearance of Harmleſſneſs. They come in the moſt 
mild, inoffenũve Manner, without any Mark or Token of 
Enmity. Who can imagine, that theſe _ Creatures, 
would. do any Hurt to any one? Perhaps they may not be 
ſo zealous and active in doing Good, as one would wiſh 
they were. However, you ſee no Reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
they have even the Deſire to do any Harm. But this is 
not all : 
3. They come, ſecondly, with an Appearance of Uſe- 
fulneſs. Indeed to this, to do Good they are particularly 
called. They are ſet apart for this very Thing. They 
are particularly commiſſioned, to watch over your Soul, 
and to train you up to eternal Life. Tis their whole Bu- 
ſineſs, to go about doing Good, and healing theſe that ar? 
505 | A3 oppreſed 
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oppreſſed of the Devil. And you have been always ac- 
cuſtomed to look upon them in this Light, as Meſſengers 
of God, ſent to bring you a Blefling. 

4. They come, Thirdly, with an Appearance of Reli- 
gion. All they do, is for Conſcience Sake! They aſſure 
you, it is out of mere Zeal for Gop, that they are making 
Gop a Liar. It is out of pure Concern for Religion, that 
they would deſtroy it, Root and Branch. All they ſpeak 
is only from a Love of Truth, and a Fear left it ſhould 
ſuffer. And it may be, from a Regard for the Church, 
and a Defire to defend her from all her Enemies. | 

5. Above all they come with an Appearance of Love. 
They take all theſe Pains, only for your Good. They 
ſhould not trouble themſelves about you, but that they 
have a Kindneſs for you. They will make large Pro- 
feſſions of their Good-will, of their Concern for the Dan- 

r you are in, and of their earneſt Deſire, to preſerve you 
Boca Recor, from being intangled in new and miſchievous 
Doctrines. They ſhould be very ſorry to ſee one who 
means ſo well, hurried into any Extream, perplext with 
ſtrange and unintelligible Notions, or deluded into Enthu- 
ſiaſm. Therefore it is, that they adviſe you, to keep ſtill, 


in the plain middle Way: And to beware of being righteous 


evermuch, leſt you ſhould de/froy yourſelf. 


HI. 1. But how may we know, what they really are, 
notwithſtanding their fair Appearance? This was the 
third Thing into which it was propoſed to enquire. 
Our bleſſed Loxp ſaw now needful it was for all Men 
to know falje Prophets, however diſguiſed. He ſaw like- 
wiſe how unable moſt Men were, to deduce a Truth thro” 
a long Train of Conſequences. He therefore gives us a 
ſhort and plain Rule, eaſy to be underſtood by Men of the 
meaneſt Capacities, and eaſy to be applied upon all Occa- 
ſions. Ye ſhall know them ae Fruits. | | 

2. Upon all Occaſions you may eaſily apply this Rule. 
In order to know whether any who ſpeak in the Name of 
Gop, are falſe or true Prophets, it is eaſy to obſerve, Firſt, 
What are the Fruits of their Doctrine, as to themſelves ? 
What Effect has it had upon their Lives? Are they holy 
and unblameable in all Things? What Effect has. it had 
upon their Hearts? Does it appear by the general T * 
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of their Converſation, that their Tempers are holy, hea- 
venly, divine ? That the Mind is in them which was in 
CuxrisT JEsUs ? That they are meek, lowly, patient, 
Lovers of Gov: and Man, and zealous of good Works? 

3. You may eaſily obſerve, Secondly, What are the 
Fruits of their Doctrine, as to thoſe that hear them? In 
many at leaſt, though not in all: For the Apoſtles them- 
felves did not convert all that heard them. Have theſe 
the Mind that was in CHRIS HH And do they walk as He 
alſo walked? And was it by hearing theſe Men, that they 
began ſo to do? Were they inwardly and outwardly 
wicked, *till they heard them ? If fo, it is a manifeſt Proof, 
That thoſe are true Prophets, Teachers ſent of Gop. But 
if it is not ſo, if they do not effectually teach either them- 
felves or others to love and ſerve Gop; it is a manifeſt 
Proof, that they are falſe Prophets; that Gop hath not 
fent them. 

4. An hard Saying this! How few can bear it? This 
our Lox o was ſenfible of, and therefore condeſcends to 
to prove it at large, by ſeveral clear and convincing Ar- 

nts. Do Men, ſays He gather Grapes of Thorns, or 
Nes of Thiftles? V. 16. Do you expect that theſe evil 
Men ſhould bring forth Fruit? As well might you 
expect that Thorns ſhould bring forth Grapes, or that Figs 
ſhould grow upon Thiſtles ! Every good Tree bringeth forth 

d Fruit: But à corrupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit, 

17. Every true Prophet, every Teacher whom I have 
ſent, e N forth the good Fruit of Holineſs. But a 
falſe Prophet, a Teacher whom I have not ſent, brings 
forth only Sin and Wickedneſs. A good Tree cannot bring 


forth evil Fruit, neither can a corrupt Tree bring forth good 


Fruit, A true Prophet, a Teacher ſet from Gop, does 
not bring forth Fruit ſometimes only, but always; 
not accidentally, but by a Kind of Neceſſity. In like 
Manner, a falſe Prophet, one whom Gop hath not ſent, 
does not bring forth evil Fruit accidentally or ſometimes 
only, but always and of Neceflity. Every Tree that bring- 
eth not forth good Fruit, is hewn down and caſt into the Fire, 
V. 19. Such infallibly will be the Lot of thoſe Prophets, 
who bring not forth good Fruit, who do not fave Souls 
from Sin, who do not bring Sinners to Repentance. 
Wherefore, let this ſtand as an eternal Rule, by their Fruits 


ye 


Lon had ſhewn during the whole Cour 


184 


$8 Mall Anon them, V. 20. They who in Fact bring the 
Proud, Paſſionate, Unmerciful, Lovers of the World, to 
be lowly, gentle Lovers of Gop and Man: They are 
true Prophets, they are ſent from Gop, who therefore 
confirms their Word. On the other Hand, they whoſe 
Hearers, who if unrighteous before, remain unrighteous 
ſtill, or at leaſt, yaid of any Righteouſneſs which exceeds 
the Righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees.: They are falſe 
Prophets; they are not ſent of Gop ; therefore their Word 
falls to the Ground. And without a Miracle of Grace, 
they and their Hearers together, will fall into the bottom- 
leſs Pit. | 
5. O beware of theſe falſe Prophets! For though they 
eome in Sheeps Cloathing, yet inwardly they are ravening 
Wekves. They only deſtroy and devour the Flock: They 
tear them in Pieces, if there is none to help them. They 
will not, cannot lead you in the Way to Heaven, How 
- ſhould they? When they know it not themſelves. O be- 
ware they do not turn you out of the Way, and cauſe you 
to loſe what you hade wrought. 
6. But perhaps you will aſk, If there is ſuch Danger in 
hearing them, ought I to hear them at all? It is a weighty 
Queſtion, ſuch as deſerves the deepeſt Conſideration, and 
ought not to be anſwered, but upon the calmeſt Thought, 
the moſt deliberate Reflection. For many Years, I have 
been almoſt afraid, to ſpeak at all concerning*it : Being 
unable to determine one Way or the other, or to give any 
Judgment upon it. Many Reaſons there are which readily 
occur, and incline me to ſay, Hear them not.” And 
vet what our Lox p ſpeaks concerning the falſe Prophets 
of his own Times, ſeems to imply the contrary. Then 
Jpake IEs us unto the Multitude and to his Diſciples, ſaying, 
The Scribes and the Phariſees fit in Moſes Seat, are the or- 
dinary, ſtated Teachers in your Church: All therefore 
«whatſoever they bid you objerve, that obſerue and do. But 
do not ye after their Works; for they ſay and do nut. Now 
that theſe were falſe Prophets in the higheſt Senſe, our 
7 of his Miniſtry: 
As indeed He does in thoſe very Words, They /ay and do 
not. Therefore by their Fruits his Diſciples could not but 
know them, ſeeing they were open to the View of all 
Men. Accordingly He. warns. them again and again, to 


are 


* 
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beware of theſe falſe Prophets, And yet He does not fors 
bid them to hear even theſe. Nay, He in Effect commands 
them ſo to do, in thoſe Words, Al! therefore whatſoever 


they bid you obJerve, that obJerve and do. For unleſs they 
heard them, they could not know, much leſs obſerve 
*whatſoever they bad them to do. Here then our Loxp 
Himſelf gives a plain Direction, both to his Apoſtles and 


the whole Multitude, in ſome Circumftances to hear even 


falſe Prophets, known and acknowledged ſo to be. | 

7. But perhaps it will be ſaid, He only directed to hear 
them, when they read the Scripture to the Congregation. 
I anfwer, at the ſame Time that they thus read the Scrip- 
ture, they generally expounded it too. And here is no 
Kind of Intimation, -that they were to hear 'the one, and 
not the other alſo, Nay the very Terms, All Things 
whatſoever they bid you objervt, — any ſuch Limi- 
tation | 


8. Again, unto them, unto falſe Prophets, nndeniably 
ſuch, 2 — committed (O Ser to ſpeak ! For 
ſurely theſe Things ought not ſo to be) the Adminiſtration 
of the Sacraments alſo. To direct Men therefore, not to 
hear them, would be in Effe& to cut them off from the 


Ordinances of God. But this we dare not do, conſidering - 


the Validity of the Ordinance doth not depend on the 


Goodneſs of him that adminifters, but on the Faithfulneſs 


of Him that ordained it, who will and doth meet us in 
his appointed Ways. Thetefore on this Account likewiſe 
I ſeruple to ſay, hear not even the falſe Prophets. Even 
by theſe who are under a Curſe themſelves, Gop can, and 
doth pive us his Blefling. For the Bread which they break 
we have — known to be the Chmmunion of the 
Body of CHRIST. And the Cup which Gov bleſt even by 
their unhallow'd Lips, was to us the Communion of the 
Blood of CuRIST. 

9. 1 therefore which I can ſay is this: In any particu- 
lar Caſe, wait upon Gop by humble and earneſt Prayer, 
and then act according to the beſt Light you have. Act 
according to what you are perſuaded, upon the whole, will 
be mot for your ſpiritual Advantage. Take great Care 
that you do not judge raſhly ; that you do not light! 


think any to be falſe Prophets. And when you have full 


Proof, ſee that no Anger or Contempt have any Place in 
your 
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your Heart. After this, in the Preſence and in the Fear 


of Gop, determine for yourſelf, I can only fay, if by 


Experience you find, that the hearing them hurts your 


Soul, then hear them not: Then quietly refrain, 2nd hear 


thoſe that profit you. If on the other Hand, you find it 


does not hurt your Soul, you then may hear them till. 


Only take Heed how.you hear: Beware of them and of their 
Doctrine. Hear with Fear and Trembiing, leſt you ſhould 
be deceived, and given up, like them, to a ſtrong Delu- 
fon. As they continually mingle Fruth and Lies, how 
eaſily may you take in both together? Hear with fervent 
and continual Prayer, to Him who alone teacheth Man 
Wiſdom. And ſee that you bring whatever you hear, 7 
the Law and to the Teſtimony. Receive nothing untried, 
nothing *till it is weighed in the Balance of the Sanctuary. 
Believe nothing they ſay, unleſs it is clearly confirm'd by 
plain Paſſages of Holy Writ. Wholly reject whatſoever 
differs therefrom, whatever is not confirm'd thereby, 
And in particular, reject, with the utmoſt Abhorrence, 
whatſoever is deſcribe! as the Way to Salvation, that is 
either different from or ſhort of the Way, our Lox p has 
marked out in the foregoing Diſcourſe. 

10. I cannot conclude, without addrefling a few plain 
Words, to thoſe of whom we have now been ſpeaking. O 
ye falſe Prophets, O ye dry Bones, hear ye for once the 
Word of the Loa d. How long will ye lie in the Name 
of Gop ? Saying Gop hath ſpoken : And Gop hath not 
ſpoken by you. How long will ye pervert the right Ways 
of the Lox p, putting Darkneſs for Light, and Light for 
Darkneſs ? How long will ye teach the Way of Death, 
and call it the Way of Life ? How long will ye deliver to 
Satan, the Souls whom you profeſs to bring unto Gov. 
11. Wo unto you, ye blind Leaders of the Blind! For ye 

Hut the Kingdom of Heaven againſi Men. Ye neither go in 
yourſelves, neither ſuffer ye them that are entring, t0 go in, 
Them that would ftrive to enter in at the ſtrait Gate, ye 
call back into the broad Way. Them that have ſcarce gone 
one Step in the Ways of Go, you deviliſhly caution againſt 
going too far. Them that juſt begin to hunger and thirſt 
after Righteouſneſs, you warn, not to be righteous over- 
much. Thus you cauſe them to ſtumble at the very 
Threſhold; yea, to fall and riſe no more. O wherefore 


do 
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do ye this ? What Profit is there in their Blood, when 
do down to the Pit; Miſerable Profit to . They / 


teach a Way which ye never 


damn yourſelves and them that hear i You have no 
; * 


„ ä 


periſh in their Iniquity : But their Blosd will Gop require 


at your Hands! | h Ne 
12. Where are your Eyes Where is your Underſtand- 
ing? Have ye deceived ochers, till ye have deceived your- 
| at your H z tO 


{elves alſo ? Who hath requ | 
Are you given up ts 


ſo frong a Dewfien, that ye not teach but believe a 
Lie? And can you poſſibly believe, that Gop hath ſent 
ou? That ye ate his Meſſengers? Nay; If the Loxp 
d ſent you, the Wark of the Lox Þ would proſper in your 
Hand. As the Loxp liveth, if ye were Meſſengers of 
Gop, He would confirm the Nord of his Meſſengers. But 
the Work of the Lox p doth not proſper in your Hand: 


Vou bring no Sinners to 1 ns The Loxp doth 


not confirm your Word ; 
Death, 

13. How can you poſſibly evade the Force of our 
Lorp's Words? So full, ſo ſtrong, ſo expreſs? How can 
ye evade, &4nowing yourſelves by your Fruits? Evil Fruits 


or you ſave no Souls from 


il Trees! And how ſhould it be otherwiſe ? Do Mer 


Grapes of T horns, or Figs 29 Take this to 
yourſelves, ye to whom it belongs. ye barren Trees, 


_ why cumber ye the Ground? Every good Tree bringeth forth 
good Fruit. See ye not, that here is no Exception? Take 


Knowledge then, ye are not good Trees: For ye do not 


bring forth good Fruit. But à corrupt Tree bringeth forth 


evil Fruit. And ſo have ye done from the Beginning. 
Your ſpeaking as from Goo has only confirmed them that 


heard you, in the Tempers, if not Works, of the Devil. 


O take Warning of Him in whoſe Name ye ſpeak, be- 
fore the Sentence He hath pronounced take Place. Every 
Tree which bringeth not forth good Frutt is bean down and 
caſt into the Fire. S 

14. My dear Brethren, harden not your Hearts. You 
have too long ſhut your Eyes againſt the Light. 
them now before it is too late; before you are caſt into 
outer Darkneſs. Let not any temporal Confideration 
weigh with you : For Eternity is at Stake. Ye have run 
before ye were ſent. O go no farther. _ Do not perſiſt to 


Fruit 


* * . e 


Fruit of your Labours. And why is this? Even becauſe 
the LoxD is not with you. But can you go this Warfare 
at your own Coſt ? It cannot be. Then humble your- 
ſelves before Him. Cry unto Him out of the Duſt, that 
He may firſt quicken coy ul „Give 7zhee the Faith that 
worketh- by Love: „Fr: +20 yly and meek, pure and 
me: Cl. zealous of! 1 s; rejoicing in Tribula- 
tion, in Reproach, odd eis, in. Perſe. u, on for Righte- 
ouſneſs Sake. 80 il. C 0 vit of Glory a, of CHRIST 
reft upon thee, and it 1iuall appear, that 70D hath ſent 
thee. So ſhalt thou incved do the Work 5 © . Ewangeliſt, 
and make full Proof if thy Miniſtry, & ſhall the Word of 
Gop in thy Mouth be an Hanmer that breaketh the Rocks in 
"Pieces, It ſhall then be known by thy Fruits, that thou 
art a Prophet of the LoxD, even by the Children whom 
Gop hath given thee. And having turned many to Righ. 

zeouſurſs, thou ſhalt ſhine as the Stars for ever and e ver! 


F- 1 PS: 


